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“Built upon the founds ition of the APOSTLES and Prope TS, Jeaus Christ 
himself being the foundation corner stone.—Ephes. i. 20. 

Shut up, O Daniel, the words, and seal the book to the time of the end; 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. * * * Many 
shall be purified and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wick- 
edly; but none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall under 
stand.— Dan. xu. 4, 10. 


THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 


AS REVEALED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
In the third month after the Exodus from Egypt, Jehovah 





spake unto Moses in these words—*’Thus shalt thou say to the 


house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; ye have seen 
what [ did to the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagle’s 
wings, and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if ye will 
obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be 
a peculiar treasure to me above all people: for all the earth is 
mine;and ve shall be to me a kingdgra qf priests and a holyna- 
tion.” Exod. xix. 5.6. "To. this ‘the’ péovle replied; “Ail that 
the Lord hath said, we wilt, do:? Thus, it was CUvehamted or 
avreed between Jehovah atid the house of Israel, that Heshould 
be their King, and they, Its obedient subjects. This com aot 
formed the basis of that veonomy, coaviuanly Anqwar,as the o- 
saic; because it was appointed: bys id bend, ‘of Sases, as the 
mediator thereof. Had Israel not ‘agreed to obey, they would 
have been rejected as a peculiar treasure, above all people, and 
their continuance in obedience, was the condition of all their tem- 

poral prosperity. Many, however, were their provocations, but 
great the long-suffering and forbearance of Jehovah. Their 
rebellion at length attained its heigth. ‘The land in which they 
dwelt was defiled; because they transgressed the law, changed 
the ordinance, and broke the covenant. Isa. xxiv. 5. For this 
they were punished with the sword and expatriation to Baby- 
lon. Atfier seventy years they were restored. ‘The sun, howe- 
ver, of their temporal prosperity under the law had crossed the 
meridian of the Holy City and Temple, and was fast hasteni 

to its going down. Four hundred and ninety years from the 
458th before the birth of Jesus, determined for # time the con- 
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tinuance of the rebellious house of Jacob as the peculiar trea- 
sure of Jehovah; and numbered the days of this ancient institu- 
tion. The last seven years of this period, Jehovah appointed for 
the confirmation of another covenant, which was to take the 

lace of the Mosaic institution, (Dan. ix. 27.) which by this time 

aving decayed and become old, being about 1500 vears of age, 
was ready to vanish away. Heb. viii. 18.—Jehovah also fore- 
told to the Jews by Jeremiah, that the time would come when 
he would make a New Institution with the house of Israel, 
but different from that which he made with their fathers, when 
he brought them out of Egypt. Jer. xxxi.$1,34. This New 
Institution was founded upon a different basis to that of the Old. 
The latter, we have seen, was based ona mutual compact be- 
tween Jehovah and Israel; but the former is founded on the 
promise made to Abraham 430 years before the old covenantor 
the law was given from Sinai, Luke 1.67.79; Gal. iii. 17. 

The confirmation of this New Institution—new in its deve- 
lopement, but old in its origination—devolved on John the Bap- 
tist and Jesus of Nazareth. These two important personages 
occupied seven years in confirming the covenant with many of 
the Jews. ‘The former was engaged for upwards of three years 
and a half in ‘bringing back many of the sons of Israel to the 
Lord their God’—in reconciling fathers to their children, and by 
the wisdom of the righteous, rendering the disobedient, a people 
well disposed for the Lord, and in preparing his way, by giving 
the knowledge of salvation, through the baptism of reformation 
for the remission of their sins. Luke i. ii. iii. tov. 5. Jesus 
occupied the rest of the seven years in confirming his pretensions 
to the Messiahship-by miracles; and in instructing telve of his 
disciples iti the secrets of the New Institution, so that they might 
be qualified to set it up in the world after his departure. This 
Jgsue.is*the prophet to whom we are te-hearken, (Deut. 18. 18.) 
end concerning whom Jehovah declared from the cloud— This 
is My son, the-beloved; tn whom I delight: Hear Him. Matth. 
xvii. 5. Whensthe ministry of Jesus ended, that of the twelve 
began, ha'vihg’ dn interval only of fifty days between them. To 
this interval, and to other things connected with it, we would 
now direct the attention of the reader. 

OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLES. 

Jesus, though sinless h mself, was put to death for the of- 
fences of the world. On the third day he was raised from the 
dead by the spirit or power of God. After his resurrection 
he appeared to many persons at different times, and in divers 
places, during forty days. He submitted himself to their in- 
spection, so that they might be thoroughly assured that it was the 
same Jesus whom the Jews had put to death, by a crucifixion. 
Among these persons were the Apostles, whom he had chosen 
to be the witnesses of the things pertaining to his life, death, 
resurrec. “n, ascension and doctrine. Before he was removed 
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from this planet, he assembled them together, and gave them 
full power to remit sins, to teach, and to give laws to the believ- 
ers, saying—.4U authority is given to me in heaven and upon the 
earth; in virtue of which he ordered them to “Go and convert 
all nations,” in the following manner,—by baptizing them into 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: 
TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE 
COMMANDED you.— Matt. xxv ii. 19, 20. 

“Whatever village or city you enter,” said Jesus, on a former 
occasion, to these same Apostles, inquire what person of worth: 
dwells there, and abide with him until you leave the place.— 
Wheresoever they will not receive you, nor regard your words, in 
departing from that house or city, shake the dust off your feet. 
Indeed, I say to you, the condition of Sodom and Gomorrha shail 
be more tolerable on the day of (its political) judgment, than 
the condition of that city. When they deliver you up (to coun- 
cils,) be not anxious how, or what you shall speak: for what you 
shall speak, shall be suggested to you in that moment. For 11 
SHALL NOT BE YOU THAT SHALL SPEAK; BUT THE SPIRIT OF 
my FaTruer, WHO SHALL sPEAK BY you. What tell you in 
the dark, publish in the light; and what is whispered in your ear, 
(see 1 Sam. 9.15. on this phrase,) proclaim from the house tops. 
He THAT RECEIVES YOU, RECEIVES MB; and he who receives me, 
receives Him who sent me.—Matt. x. 

To Peter, one of the Apostles, he said—I will give you the 
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: whatever you bind on the earth, 
shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you shall loose on the 
earth, shall be loosed in heaven:—Matt. xvi. 19.—and to them all 
he said,—‘“As the Father has sent me, so send I you. After 
these words he breathed on them, and said to them, receive the 
Holy Spirit. Whose sins soever you remit, they are remitted to 
them; and whose sins soever you retain, they are retained.” John 
xx. 22. Again, he said—* W hatsoever you shall askin my name, 
[ will do.”—ch. xiv. 14, 

From this testimony, it is clear, that they were the Apostles— 
not of men, neither by man; but by Jesus Christ, and God the 
Father.—Gal. i. 1. What they taught was the very truth 
which they received of Jesus, the great Apostle of God. ‘The 
Apostleship and authority of Jesus being admitted, that of his 
Apostles cannot be disowned. Hence then, the claims of the A pos- 
tles themselves to the obedienceof the faithful, are equally enti- 
tled to respect with those of the Lord himself In brief, we plainly 
learn from the seriptures adduced, that in respect to authority, 
there is no difference between the inspired testimony of the 
Apostles, and the testimony of their divine Master. The fol- 
lowing quotations deserve the greatest attention: 

“Though you have ten thousand teachers in Christ, yet you 
have not many fathers; for to Christ Jesus, rHrovGH THE Gos- 


PEL, I have begotten you; therefore,I beseech you, Be mauTa- 
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rors or ME. I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved 
gon, and faithful in the Lord, for this purpose; that he you 
in mind of my ways, which are in Christ, EVEN aS I TEACH 
EVERY WHERE IN EVERY CONGREGATION. Now some are pufl- 
ed up, as if | were not coming to yeu. ButI will come to you 
soon, if the Lord will, and shall know, not the speech of them 
who are puffed up, but the power. For THE reten or Gop Is 
NOT IN WORD, BUT IN PowER. Whatdo you incline? ShallI 
come to you witha rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meek- 
ness?” 1 Cor.1v.15, 21. This is the language of one having 
great authority. Again, “as God has distributed to every one, 
and as the Lord has called every one, so let him walk; and so, 
in all the congregations, I orpain. Ch. vii. 17. Become imi- 
tators of me, even as I also am of Christ—hold fast the tradi- 
tions as I delivered them to you—I received of the Lord, what 
also I delivered to you—the other things I will set in order when 
I come.” Chap.xi. “God who commanded light to shine out 
of darkness, has shined into our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
We HAVE THIS TREASURE in earthen vessels, that the excellen- 
cy of the power might be of God, and not of us. 2 Epis. ch. iv. 
6, 7.—God has given to us (apostles,) the ministry of the recon- 
ciliation—we, therefore, execute the office of ampassapors for 
Christ, as of God beseeching you by us; we pray you, in behalf 
of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2 Ep. ch. v. 18, 20. Being ab- 
sent, | write these things; that, when present, 1] may not act 
sharply, according to the power which the Lord has given me 
for edification, and not for destruction. 2 Ep. ch. xiii. 10. 
“Yourselves know, brethren, our entrance among you, that it 
was not in vain. For although we had before suffered, and 
were shamefully handled, as you know, at Phillippi, we were 
bold threagh our God to speak to you the gospel of God, amidst 
a great combat. (See Acts xvi.) Besides, our exhortation was 
not from error, nor from impurity, nor with guile. But as we 
were approved of God, to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God, who tries our hearts. 
For neither did we, at any time, use flattering words, or a pre- 
text for covetousness; God is witness. Neither sought we 
honor from men, neither from you, nor from others. Wemight 
have acted with authority, as Apostles of Christ; but we 
were gentle amongst vou, as a nurse cherishes her children: so, 
having a strong affection for you, we were all pleased to have 
imparted to you, not only the gospel of God, but our own lives 
also; because you were become dear to us. For you remember, 
brethren, our labor and toil, that laboring night and day, 
that we might not be chargeable to any of you, we preached 
to you the gospel of God. 1 Thess. ii. 1, 9. “We beseech and 
exhort you, by (the authority of ) the Lord Jesus, that as you 
have received from us, how you ought to walk, and please God, 
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you would abound more therein. For you know what com- 
mandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. Ch. iv. 1, 2. 
To salvation God called you, by our gospel, that you might 
obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Well then, breth- 
ren, stand firm, and hold fast the traditions you have been 
taught, whether by our word or letter. 2 Ep. ch. ti. 14, 15.— 
We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you 
both do, and will do, the things which we command you. 
Ch. iii. 5. Now, if any one do not obey our command in 
this letter, point out that man,and keep no company with 
him, that he may be ashamed. v.14. ‘‘He who despises us, 
despises not man, but God, who certainly has given his spirit 
—the Holy Spirit, tous.” 1 Thess. iv. 8. 

Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy pro- 
phets, and of the commandments of us the Apostles of the 
Lord and Saviour. 2 Pet. 3, 2. The commandments of the 
Apostles, being the things Jesus ordered them to teach the 
believers, this passage applies equally to the commands of 
the Apostles, as of their Lord;—‘‘By this we know that we 
have known him, (Jesus,) if we keep his commandments. 
He who says, I have known him; and does not keep his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth ts not in this man. 
1Jno. i. 3. “We, (Apostles,) are or Gop: HE WHO KNOWS 
Gop, HEARKENS TO US; HE WHO IS NoT OF GOD, HEARKENS NOT 
Tous. By this we know the spirit of truth, and the spirit 
of error. 1Jno. iv.6. 

But, most of these passages the clergy have applied to 
themselves. Now, concerning the individuals of whom this 
order of men is composed, the Apostle says, “For such are 
false Apostles, deceitful workmen, transforming themselves 
into Apostles of Christ. And no wonder; for Satan 
himself transforms himself into a messenger of light, (or 
truth.) Therefore, it is no great wonder, if his ministers 
also transform themselves as ministers of righteousness: 
Whose end shall be according to their works. 2 Cor. xi. 13, 
15. These are therefore, not to be obeyed; nor in the least 
to be regarded by the faithful. : 

THE FAITH. 

This phrase occurs about twenty-seven times in the New 
Testament. In Acts vi. 7, we are told that, a great compa- 
ny of priests were obedient to rue rarrnH. The Faith then, 
is something to be obeyed, and must, therefore, contain a law. 
This we find it des; for the scripture, speaking of a justifi- 
cation being exhibited, irrespective of the law of Moses, 
though attested both by the law and the prophets, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, for all, and upon all, who believe,— 
says, ‘where, then, is boasting?” It is excluded. By what 
law? Of works? No: but by the Law or Fairs. Rom. iii. 
27. Paul says, he received the Apostolic office for the obedi- 
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ence of faith among all nations. Ch. 1,5. Tue Faith then, 
contains a law to be obeyed; and this new law is termed the 
Law of Faith, in opposition or contrast to, the law of Mo- 
ses, called also the law of works. 

Now, the law of works went forth from Sinai; but the law 
of Faith was published from Jerusalem. These are histori- 
cal facts, and therefore, inconfutable. The latter was to be 
proclaimed in the name of the Messiah, “seainnine at Je- 
RUSALEM.” Luke xxiv.47. The law itself, as we have seen, 
was decreed by Jesus, and by him entrusted to the Apostles 
for publication. The language in which it was conveyed to 
the Apostles, has been recorded differently by the sacred wri- 
ters, as to the form; though the same as to the substance or 
meaning. See Matt. xxviii. 19, 20.—Mark xvi. 16.— Luke 
xxiv.47. And the Apostles, &c. have taken the same liberty 
of speech in proclaiming it to the world. See Acts ii. 38; 
v. 42; ili. 19, 20. Luke records it sometimes as an authori- 
tative injunction, and sometimes in the form of a narrative 
of facts. As an instance of the latter, see Acts viii. 12, 13; 
v. 26—39; x. 483—48; xvi. 30—34; xviii. 8, 9; xxii. 16. Ac- 
cording to Luke, Jesus delivered himself to them as follows: 
Thus it is written, and thus it behoved the Messiah to suf- 
Ser, and to rise from the dead the third day; and that re- 
FORMATION and the REMISSION OF SINS, should be proclaim- 
ed in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusa- 
lem. Ch. xxiv. 46. 

Reformation then, was to be commanded—authoritatively 
proclaimed—every where; accompanied with the gracious 
offer of salvation, pardon, or the remission of sins. The 
Apostles, we have seen, were the heavenly messengers; Je- 
rusalem was the city at which they were to commence the 
proclamation of the Law of the Faith; and the day on which 
they received power to execute the commands of the King, 
was the dime they were to begin their arduous and perilous 
enterprise. This was the Day of Pentecost; fifty days after 
the crucifixion, and seven after the assumption of Jesus.— 
The law was announced on this, and a subsequent day, in 
these terms:— 

1. Reform, and be baptized each of you (believers,) in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

2. Reform, and be converted. 

These are equivalent to the phrases—“Go and convert the 
nations, baptizing them;”—and, believe and be baptized.— 
From this it is clear that,to become obedient to the faith, 
as the priests, mentioned by Luke, did, is to believe the tes- 
timony of God concerning Jesus, and be baptized in his 
name. 

Great is the inducement to obedience held forth in the 
proclamation, to rebellious men. It is no less than the re- 
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mission of sins, that is, a complete deliverance from the pu- 
nishment due to sins, even of the deepest dye. This is call- 
ed redemption through the blood of Jesus. Ephes. 1, 7.— 
It is of course retrospective; but comprehending every sin 
that a man commits, down to the time of his first act ws 
dience, which is, immersion in water into the faith that 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sins. ‘Tuts is 
BAPTISM FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS; to do this, is to become 
obedient to the faith. This is to purify our lives by obeyin 
the truth. 1 Pet. 1,22. This is the purification of our ol 
sins, 2 Pet. 1,9. This is to have the heart sprinkled from 
an evil conscience and the body washed with pure water. 
Heb. x. 22. This is the “word of the truth of the gospel,” 
or glad tidings; this is its obedience, and nothing else is. 
OF THE CHURCH. 

The word in the scriptures translated “church” is the noun 
ecclesia. It signifies a congregation or assembly of persons 
convened for any purpose whatever. A congregation, as- 
sembly, or church, is called an ecclesia, because it is called 
out from the multitude. The nature of an ecclesia is deter- 
mined by some word prefixed to it; thus there are literary, phi- 
losophical, political and religious ecclesias, assemblies,congre- 
gregations or churches. Tue Christian Chureh comprehends 
all who have become obedient to the faith of what nation so- 
ever;—d Christian Church is an assembly of persons sepa- 
rated, and called out of the world by the gospel, which is 
God’s call to obedience. T'he Christian Chureh, then, is 


eomposed of _ lesser assemblies, and these are "made up 


of one kind of persons—namely, of those who have been 
immersed into Christ on a belief of tne truth. A genu- 
ine Church of Christ acknowledges but one Body, one Spi- 
rit, one Hope; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; and 
one God and Father of all, who is over all, and with all, 
and in all (the obedient believers.) Ephes. iv. 5, 6. The 
Body is the Church, of which Christ is the Head;—the Spi- 
rit is the Spirit of Jehovah, called also the Holy Spirit, by 
which God in ancient times spoke often, and.in various ways, 
to the fathers of Israel, through the prophets, and to their 
children through his Son, and the Apostles. (Heb. i.1.)—the 
Hope is the Holy Institution or oath, which God swore to 
Abraham. (Gen. xii. 2, 3, xvii; Luke 1, 68, 75;) and which 
contains the promise of eternal life, and “an inheritance in- 
eorruptible and undefiled, and unfading g, preserved in the hea- 
vens,” that it may be manifested at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ—the seed of Abraham. (1 Pet. i. 3, 8; Gal. iii. 16, 17;) 
—the Lord is Jesus, who was crucified, (Acts ii. 36 ) rose 
and lives again, that he might rule over the dead and the 
living, (Rom. xiv. 9;) THE Faith is the faith of the gospel 


already described; tur Baptism is the being planted or bu- 
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ried in water on the belief of the truth. (Rom. vi. 1, 7;) the 
one God and Father is the Life-enlightening Word, by 
whom all things were made. John i. 1, 4. 

OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

This is composed of persons, facts, and truth. The per- 
sons are Jesus, the Apostles, and Prophets; the facts, the 
death, the burial, and resurrection of Jesus; the truth, the 
doctrine or divine teaching, founded upon the facts. Speak- 
ing of the “Hoty Tempce or rue Lorp,” that is,the Church, 
the scripture says, it is “built upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the foun- 
dation-eorner stone” Eph. ii. 20;—that is, upon the foun- 
dation which they, as skilful architects, have laid concerning 
the Messiahship of Jesus:—“You (the Church at Corinth, ) 
are God’s building (or Temple.) As a skilful architect, I 
(Paul,) have laid the foundation. Other foundation no one 
can lay, except what is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 1 Cor. 
ili. 10. This is the stone, which the Jewish builders reject- 
ed, that has now become the chief of the corner. Ps. 118: 
22; Acts iv. 11. As the chief corner stone of a building 
binds the angle thereof together, so Jesus, the chief corner 
stone of the living Temple of God, binds and unites the Jews 
and Gentiles together, who, as “living stones,” compose this 
habitation of God by the Spirit. Eph. ii. 11,22. This is 
the Rock or stone, upon which Jesus told Peter his Church 
should be built. Matt. xvi. 13, 18. 

The facts and the truth are not one andthe same. They 
are, however, inseparable. The facts are the basis of the 
truth. Reject the facts and the truth falls. It is a fact, that 
the blood of Jesus was shed; it is atruth that his blood clean- 
ses from all sins, but, let it be denied that his blood was shed, 
and it will be utterly impossible to attribute remission to 
such acause. A factcannot be obeyed, though it may be be- 
lieved. To obey a fact would be to obey obedience. The 
scripture says, you have purified your souls by obeying the 
truth, (not by believing or obeying facts,) through the Spi- 
rit, that is, by or through the testimony and miraculous de- 
monstrations of the Spirit. 1 Pet. i. 22. 

OF THE SUPERSTRUCTURE, 

We have seen that the components of the Christian Edi- 
fice are obedient believers in Christ. These persons are term- 
ed by the scripture “living stones, built up a spiritual tem- 
pis a holy priesthood; an elect race, a royal priesthood, a 

oly nation, a purchased people.” 1 Pet. ii. But the ques- 
tion to be determined here is, how do these persons attain to 
such an illustrious character? 

In reply to this, the scripture says, ‘by being washed from 
their sins in the blood of Jesus Christ,’ who has thus, by the 
sprinkling of his royal and sacerdotal blood, made them 

















57 


“kings and priests to his God and Father.” Rev.i.6. To 
be washed in his blood, is to be buried in water on the belief 
of the truth, that the blood of Jesus cleanses from all sins. 
This is to obey the truth. To be sprinkled with his blood 
is to believe with the heart the truth concerning the blood of 
Jesus. He that is washed in, and sprinkled with, the blood 
of Christ, is “born of water and the spirit.” John iii. 5;—is 
“washed, sanctified, and justified, by the name of the Lord 
Jesus and by the spirit of God.” 1 Cor. vi;—has been “saved 
through the bath of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit.” Tit. iii. 5;—has had his “heart sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and his body washed with pure water.” 
Heb. x. 22;—-has been “cleansed with a bath of water, with 
the word.” Eph. v. 27;-—has been “circumcised with the cir- 
cumcision made without hands, in the putting off of the bo- 
dy of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ; having been 
buried with him in baptism.” Col. ii. 11;—has believed and 
been baptized. Mark xvi. 16;—he has believed to justification 
and confessed to salvation. Rom. x. 10;—he has reformed 
and been converted. Acts itt, 19;—he is elect according to 
the predetermination of God the Father, by sanctification of 
Spirit, in order to obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. i. 1, 2;—he is part and parcel of the 
Holy Temple of the Lord, and has attained to the illustrious 
character of a Holy and a Royal Priest. 

The Church of Christ existed previously to the Day of 
Pentecost. It was composed of one hundred and twenty 
persons, who were the organic nucleus of the Church at Je- 
rusalem—a little flock, which was soon to increase to a great 
multitude. These are called the Disciples. Acts 1, 15; this 
continued to be the title of the believers, until, at Antioch, 
they were called by a newname. This name was Chris- 
tian—the most honorable of the names of men. Acts xi. 26. 
It is a most appropriate title for the true believers—for, as 
many of them as have been immersed into Christ, have put 
on Christ. Gal. ii. 27. What more fit, then, but that he, 
who has put on Christ, should be called a Christian? The 
believer of the truth, who has been immersed into Christ, is 
the only character who is entitled to the name. 

We have said that the Body of Christ existed before the 
Day of Pentecost. We have seen that this was the case.— 
The doors, however, of admission into the congregation, 
were no¢ thrown open to the Jews at large, until that day. 
Peter unlocked them with one of the keys committed to his 
custody The manner in which he executed his commission 
may belearned from Acts ii. Having explained part of Jo- 
el’s prophecy, he convinced them of sin in not believing on 
Jesus; and then, at their request. told them, (v.38,) how they 
might be justified. Those of them who received his word 
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with readiness, were baptized; and in this way, that very day, 
there were added to the one hundred and twenty, about three 
thousand persons. v. 41. In this manner, then, the Isra- 
elites and others, became “living stones,” and were, by skil- 
ful architects, (the Apostles,) built up a spiritual superstruc- 
ture or oar in which, by manifest tokens of his power, 
God resided. 

OP THE SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES, OR WORSHIP OF THE LIVING 

TEMPLE, OR CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

A sacrifice is any act or thing made holy; to sacrifice is to 
offer the consecrated to God. God alone can set apart and 
make holy. An act or thing, then, to be made holy to God, 
must be according his appointment; and whatever is done 
according to divine ordination, God does. ‘The true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for 
such are the worshippers whom the Father requires. God 
is spirit, and they that worship him, must worship him in 
spirit and in truth.” Johniv. 23. To worship is to honor, 
and to honor God is to do what he requires. Honor emanat- 
ing from the will of men, is “will-worship,” and therefore, 
unacceptable to God. Spiritual worship according to truth, 
is the honor He requires. The worship appointed by the spi- 
rit, through the Apostles, is the spiritual worship; and is com- 
posed of certain acts set forth in the scriptures of truth. 
These acts, then, are appointments of the spirit; and there- 
fore, spiritual sacrifices. To offer these, is the property of 
the faithful—the holy and royal priesthood of God. For, 
says the scripture,—“‘you are a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices; most acceptable to God, through Jesus 
Christ. ---—. Youare a royal priesthood, that you should 
declare the perfections of him, who-has called you from 
darkness into his marvellous light: who formerly, (as Gen- 
tiles,) were not a people, but now area people of God. 1 Pet. 
ii. 5, 9. AW genuine believers, who have become obedient 
to the faith, are the priests of God—they are his clergy or 
heritage, and none else. . The officers of churches are for the 
purpose of maintaining order, and attending to their tempo- 
ral concerns. 

The practices of the congregations in Judea, afford us the 
means of knowing what constituted the worship of the Church 
of Christ. These congregations were the examples follow- 
ed by the Churches among the Gentiles. For, it is written, 
“vou, brethren (of Thessalonica,) became imitators of the 
congregations of God, which are in Judea in Christ Jesus.” 
1 Thess. ii. 14. The approved practices of these Churches, 
are equivalent to Apostolic precepts expressly recorded. By 
whom were they taught these practices?) By the Apostles 
unquestionably; for, at the beginning, they were the only 
teachers of the New Religion. The Apostles, then, taught 
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the Churches how to worship God acceptably. Hence, what 
they taught them must have been the ALu rutnGs they were 
commanded toteach by the Spirit; and these spiritual things 
constitute the “spiritual sacrifices, most acceptable to God, 
through Jesus Christ.” 

Concerning the practices of the 3120 disciples, who com- 
posed the first Church in Judea, Luke informs us, that “they 
unremittingly attended to the teaching of the Apostles, and 
to the contribution, and to the breaking of the loaf, and to 
the prayers.” Acts ii. 42. All these things were the things 
they constantly attended to, as the means by which the Apos- 
tles taught them to do acceptable worship to God; and tore- 
ceive the blessings of the New Institution. 

TIME OF ASSEMBLING. 

The scripture commands the Christians “not to forsake 
the assembling of themselves together.” Heb. x. 25; But it 
no where, in the form of precept, specifies the time. Though 
this is true, no one thinks of denying, that the first day of 
the week, or the Lord’s Day, is the divinely appointed day 
on which the first Churches in Judea were taught to assemble 
together, to offer spiritual sacrifices, most acceptable to God, 
through Jesus Christ. Because the first Churches did so, 
is the only answer that can be given to the enquiry—why do 
you meet on this day? Nor can a better, or more substan- 
tial reason, be given; for considerations already submitted. 
This reply is satisfactory to all christendom. It is most serip- 
tural and valid; and applies equally to the weekly observance 
of the things, mentioned in Acts il, 42. ; 

Well then, because the Apostolic congregations in Judea, 
met on the Lord’s Day, or the Sunday of the Gentiles, for 
the specific purpose of worshipping the Father in spirit and 
in truth, all Churches, both true and false, have continued to 
meet on the same day for eighteen hundred years. Before 
the Day of Pentecost, the Lord met frequentlygwith the Apos- 
tles on this day; which may be considered as very appropri- 
ately styled his day, seeing that he rose from the dead, met 
so frequently with them, ascended to heaven, and sent down 
the Holy Spirit on this first day of the week. 

Furthermore, the scripture says, in language which indi- 
cates the familiarity of the occurrence, “upon the first day of 
the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul preached to them.” Acts xx. 7. 

OF THE ORDER OF WORSHIP. 

The acts of worship, or spiritual Sacrifices, have been al- 
ready enumerated. They are attention tothe teaching of the 
Apostles—the contribution—the breaking of the loaf—and 
prayers. The order in which they ought to be attended to, 
We conceive, is precisely that in which they are set down in 
Acts ii. 42. That is, when the Christians have assembled 














themselves together, they should first read, and compare the 
scriptures with themselves; secondly, contribute; thirdly, 
break the loaf; and fourthly, offer prayer. The manner in 
which these spiritual acts or exercises should be observed, 
will, perhaps, illustrate the propriety of this suggestion. 

In attending to the recorded teaching of the Apostles, the 
opportunity is afforded of mutual exhortation, founded upon 
their word. A sufficient time having been occupied in this 
way, each of the disciples might lay somewhat by itself, ac- 
cording as he may have prospered, putting it into the trea- 
sury of the congregation. 1 Cor. xvi.2. Having contribut- 
ed, the institution of the loaf and wine, may be next observ- 
ed. In attending to the breaking of the loaf, we should fol- 
low the example set before us in its origination. By refer- 
ring to Matthew, we find Jesus and his disciples at table to- 

ether, in familiar, but respectful discourse, on the subject of 
fis betrayal, and approaching death. As they were eating 
the passover, Jesus took the loaf; he then gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it tothem to eat. He next took the cup, 
and again gave thanks, and gave it them to drink. They 
then celebrated the occasion by singing Tue hymn. Chap. 
xxvi. 20, 30. This, we conceive, is the proper time to in- 
troduce the singing of the congregation, whose time will be 
well employed in this spiritual exercise; provided the disci- 
ples sing the truth with the understanding as well as the 
voice. Then lastly, come the prayers, with which the wor- 
ship should conclude. 

OF THE TEACHING OF THE APOSTLES. 

After the Apostles had made disciples of the people by 
baptizing them into Christ, they were to teach them all other 
things pertaining to the true doctrine; that they might know 
how to conduct themselves in their new character of chil- 
dren of God, and brethren of the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
teaching is regprded in the New Testament scriptures. In 
the primitive age, it was communicated orally or by word of 
mouth, to some of the Churches, to others by messengers, 
and to others again by letters. If any thing, we have the ad- 
vantage over these Churches; for the substance of their in- 
structions is plainly set forth in a single volume, so that we 
can at any time recur to it, with the greatest facility. There 
we shall find that they taught customs, which the citizens of 
the Roman Empire deemed unlawful to be received or ob- 
served. Acts xvi.21. This is a sufficient answer to those, 
who defend certain pMctices condemned by the scriptures, 
on the plea that they are to obey every ordinance of man, al- 
though it may seem to be discountenanced by the word: 
such as, going to law, swearing, bearing arms, resisting inju- 
ries, &c. all which, though approved by men, are disappro- 
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bated by God. 1 Cor. vi. 1; James v. 12; Matt. v. 34; John 
xviii. 36; 2 Tim. 2, 24; 2 Cor. x. 4; Matt. v. 39. 

In attending to the teaching, we are to regard what is said, 
and not so much who the Apostle is that speaks. The Apos- 
tles were merely the agents by whom God spoke to men; to 
become partisans of one or more apostles, therefore, whether 
of Paul or Peter, cannot but be offensive to Him, whose ser- 
vants they were. 1 Cor. 1, 12. The Christians are to fol- 
low no leaders or teachers, so as to become servants of men; 
for one is their leader or master, even Christ. Matt. xxiii. 8. 
All sectarian distinctions, therefore, are condemned by the 
Holy Spirit; hence, he has nothing at all to do in making 
converts to the sects of the Anti-christian world. 

The teaching of the Apostles, not only instructs us in the 
worship of God, but in our duty to ourneighbour. The prin- 
ciple laid down is, that we are to do to others, as we would 
they should do to us. This principle is of universal appli- 
cation. Would we be defamed? Then we should not de- 
fame; would we, if parents, be disobeyed?—then we should 
not disobey our own;—would we that one should be ungrate- 
ful to us?—then we should not be ungrateful;—would we that 
men should break their promises to us?—then we should not 
break our bargains with them;—would we not be oppressed? 
then we should not oppress, but render to our dependents 
what is just and equal; for we also have a master in heaven. 
In short, if we were to act upon this principle, discord would 
cease; and the earth would become the abode of unanimity 
and peace. 3 

The teaching of the Apostles is designed to correct bad 
habits, and to guard the disciples against the practice of eve- 
ry evil thing. ‘‘Brethren,” says one of them, “I beseech 
you that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. Be not 
conformed to the world. I command every one not to think 
more highly of himself than he ought; but think, so as to be- 
have wisely. Let love be without hypocrisy; abhor evil; 
cleave to good. In brotherly love, be kindly.disposed to each 
other. In honor prefer one another. In care for each other 
be not slothful. Be fervent in spirit when serving the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope. Be patient under persecution. Continue 
instant in prayer. Communicate to the necessities of the 
saints. Be hospitable to strangers. Bless them who perse- 
cute you: bless and curse not. Do not care for high things, 
(offices or honors;) but associate with ‘nen of humble minds. 
Be not wise in your own conceits. Tono one return evil for 
evil. Live in peace with all men, if possible. Do not 
avenge yourselves. Therefore, if your enemy hunger, give 
him food, if he thirst, give him drink. Overcome evil with 
good. Owe no man any thing, except to love one another. 
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For he who loves another, has fulfilled the law. Love works 


no evil to one’s neighbour; therefore, love is the fiulfilling of 
the law. Walk about decently as in the day, not in revel- 
lings, (public feasts and festivities, and private carousings, 
called “parties,”) and drunkenness, not in strife and envy. 
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provisions 
for the lusts of the flesh. Rom. xii. xiii. These are but a 
specimen of the teaching or doctrine of the Apostles. What 
a happy world would this be, if all men would unremittingly 
attend to these things! The evil which God creates is a pu- 
nishment on men for their crimes. If mankind would cease 
to do wrong, they would cease to be punished; and, in that 
event, the earthquake and the storm; the sword, pestilence 
and famine, which are the artillery of heaven against our 
race, would cease to desolate the world. All sorrow and 
sighing would be done away; and Paradise would be restor- 
ed. This is aconsummation devoutly to be wished; and itis 
the climax promised by the Lord our God. 
OF EXHORTATION. 

This is avery important institution when properly attend- 
ed to. It was practised on the Sabbath Day in the Jewish sy- 
nagogues. Among the Jews, it afforded many opportunities 
for our Lord and his Apostles to teach the people the word of 
the truth of the gospel. Matt. iv. 23; Luke iv. 6. In exhort- 
ing the members of the synagogues, Jesus, being neither a 
priest of the law nor a Levite, acted as a private person.— 
Paul, also,a private person, was a great frequenter of the sy- 
nagogues, where he likewise reasoned with the Jews out of 
the scriptures, concerning the Messiah, in acceptance of the 
invitation, that if he had a word of exhortation to the people, 
he was tosay on. This was done arrer the reading of the 
law and the prophets. Acts xiii. 14. Hence to exhort breth- 
ren among the Jews, did not require a man to be an ofticer of 
the Church. It would be unnecessary to mention this, were 
it not, that the primitive churches, under apostolical direc- 
tion, manifestly borrowed some things from the worship of 
the synagogue, especially in reading the scriptures, and ex- 
hortation. Mutual exhortation in the Churches of Christ in 
Judea on the Lord’s Day, would not be accounted strange, 
seeing that it was practised in the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath Day. 

The first Churches do not appear to have had rulers ap- 
pointed over them‘immediately they were formed. Though 
it is not likely that they were long destitute of them. Ex- 
horting one another in their assemblies, it is thought, must 
have been one special means by which they obtained them; 
on the ground, that if the Churches, in Crete for instance, 
had not been in the habit of exhorting one another, it could 
not have been known who among them possessed an apti- 
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tude for teaching. However this may be, there can be no 
doubt, but that it would be highly advantageous to this end 
in this way. 

The duty of exhortation is enjoined by the Apostles. It 
is written,— Exhort one another daily, while it is called to 
day, lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sin.’ Heb. ii. 13. “Not forsaking the assembling of 
yourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting, 
and so much the more as you see the day approaching.” x. 
25. “Eahort one another with these words,” which are 
found 1 Thess. iv. 13, 18. “Ezhort yourselves together, and 
edify one another.” v.11. To exhort is to prophesy, which 
means, to speak to edification, exhortation, and comfort. 1 
Cor. xiv. 3. ‘He that prophesies, edifies the Church.” v. 4. 
The spritual men among the first christians, were instructed 
to give themselves to this duty,—“seek that ye may excel to 
the edifying of the congregation.” v.12. And when the 
Church was assembled together in one place, all that could 
do it, were at liberty to engage in it. vs. 23, 24;—and it is 
expressly said, “Ye all may prophesy, one by one, that all 
may learn, and all may be comforted.” vi. 31. 

OF THE CONTRIBUTION. 

The Temple of Jerusalem had a treasury; and so has the 
Living Temple of Christ—the Church. Men and women, 
even the poorest of the people, contributed to the former; and 
it is equally the honor, privilege, and duty of God’s holy and 
royal priesthood, to give of their penury or abundance to 
that of the Church of Christ. The liberality of some of the 
primitive congregations was very great, and highly commend- 
ed by the Apostle. Inviewof the judgment coming on Jeru- 
salem and Judea,the Hebrew Christians converted their pos- 
sessions into money, and committed it to the care of the 
Ap ostles for the benefit of the whole community. Acts ii. 45; 
iv.37. These contributions to the treasury, were administer- 
ed to the necessities of the needy every day by the Apos- 
tles; who, finding the ministration too burdensome, appointed 
seven men as deacons, over the matter, while they attended 
to prayer and the ministry of the word. Ch. vi. 1,4. The 
treasury of the Church is responsible for the support of all 
widows above the age of sixty, whose character answers to 
1 Tim. v.3,10. If, however, they have other means of sup- 
port, they have no claim, that the congregation be not bur- 
dened. v. 15. ‘Let the elders who preside well, be counted 
worthy of double honor; especially those who labor in the 
word and teaching. For the scripture says—“the laborer is 
worthy of his wages;” v. 18—but these brethren will remem- 
ber “the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, it is 
much happier to give than to receive.” Therefore they will 
delight rather to imitate Paul, by ministering to their own ne- 
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cessities, with their own hands, than to follow the example of 
those who refuse to preach, unless the flock will guarantee 
to them in advance, a salary of a thousand per annum.— 
Acts xx. 31, 31. 1 Tim. v. 17, 18. 

The primitive Christians contributed to the necessities of 
one another, though of different Churches. Thus, the con- 
gregations of Macedonia, even of their extreme poverty, con- 
tributed liberally to the poor saints of Judea. 2 Cor. viii. 
They also supplied the wants of the Apostles, the Evange- 
lists, &c., who, being poor, could not provide for themselves. 
Phill. iv. 15. “I have,” says Paul, “preached to you the gos- 
pel freely. I robbed other congregations, taking wages of 
them to do you service; for being present with you, and in 
want, we were burdensome to no one; but what I wanted, 
the brethren from Macedonia supplied. 2 Cor. xi. 8,9. It 
must be obvious to the most obtuse, that the Mosaic Institu- 
tion could not be superseded, and Paganism overthrown by 
a few poor men, unless their wants—such as their daily sup- 
port and travelling expenses—were supplied; widows and or- 
phanse could not have been provided for by kind speeches; 
nor could the afflicted and distressed be relieved by a “be ye 
clothed or be ye comforted.” Hence, the treasury of the 
Lord was an indispensable appendage to a Church of the Li- 
ving God. Whatan honor forthe rich of their abundance, and 
the poor of their penury, to be permitted by divine appoint- 
ment to contribute to such worthy and honorable purposes.— 
This was truly the fellowship of ministering to the saints. (2 
Cor. viii. 4;) and to this the ancient Churches unremittingly 
attended every first day of the week. 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 4. 

OF THE BREAKING OF THE LOAF, 

As we have said, the primitive christians met every First 
Day of the week, to offer spiritual sacrifices to God through 
Jesus Christ; that these spiritual sacrifices were appointed 
by the Apostles; and that among them, the Breaking of the 
Loaf held aconspicuous place. Hence, it is certain, that the 
ancient believers met every first, or Lord’s day, to break the 
loaf, as well as to pray, to sing, to read, to exhort, and to con- 
tribute. And because they did so, the true Christians of this 
age, do so now. 

The spiritual sacrifice, called the Breaking of the Loaf, is 
based upon the death of Jesus, in connexion with the inya- 
luable truth that his blood that was poured forth, was shed 
for the remission of sins. Its observance was enjoined on 
the Apostles. ‘Do this,” said Jesus, “in commemoration of 
me;” Luke xxii. 19; and not upon them only, for Paul com- 
mands the believers to do so too. “I received from the 
Lord.” says he, “What alsol delivered to you” Corinthians. 
See 1 Cor. xi. 23. It is to be observed by all the faithful, in 
remembrance of Jesus, for a limited period—until the pass- 
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over be accomplished in the ye, ow of God—wuntil he shall drink the 
product of the wine new in the Kingdom of God—wntil the reign of 
God be come—or as Paul says, “until he (Jesus come.) Mark xiv. 25. 
Luke xxii. 14, 20; 1 Cor. xi. 26. These wfils all refer to one and the 
same period of time, namely, when the companions of his trials, (the 
Apostles,) shall eat and drink at his table, in his Kingdom, and shall sit 
on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of (the restored) Israel. Luke xxii. 
29. Hence this institution is commemorative and prophetic. It points 
to the death and triumph of the Founder of the Christian Religion;—to 
the sacrifice which preceded his departure, and to his return as a con- 
quering hero; when the existing kingdoms shall have their dominion ta- 
ken away, and the saints of the Most High, with the Son of David at 
their head, shall possess the government of the terrestrial world for a 
thousand years. Dan. vii. 9,27; Rev. v.10; xi. 15,17; xx. 4. 

“Having given thanks, he took bread, and broke it.” For what did 
Jesus give thanks previous to his breaking the loaf? It may be observed 
here, that while attending to the passover, Jesus discoursed at length 
with his Apostles, and seems to have concluded his discourse by lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, saying, “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, 
that thy Son also may glorify thee,” &c. This oh and discourse, 
with the connecting circumstances, are recorded in John xiii, xiv, xv, XVi, 
xvii. ‘The subjects of the petition was his own glorification; the preser- 
vation of his Apostles; their union, and the union of all that should be- 
lieve on him through their teaching, that the world might believe and 
know, that the Father had sent hin. This prayer was very appropri- 
ate when oflered in connexion with his departure; and the participation 
of the bread and wine by the Apostles, which represented their common 
union with the blood and body of Christ, their Sook Mark terms the 
giving of thanks—‘the blessing;” hence Paul, calls it “ The cup of bless- 
tng, Which,” says he, “we bless; is it not the joint participation of the 
bloed of Christ?’ The loaf which we break, is it not the joint partici- 
pation of the body of Christ? Because, there is one loaf, we, the many, 
are one body: for we all participate of the one loaf.” 1 Cor. x. 15. Giv- 
ing thanks, then, in this connexion, is blessing God on account of that 
union and communion effected by the blood and body of Jesus, which 
were spilt and broken for the redemption of all who should believe on 
Him, through the Apostle’s teaching. These are the things for which 
Jesus blessed God; and for which we should do likewise. 


THE HYMN. 


“And having sung (vpynoayres hymneesantes,) they went out to the 
Mount of Olives.” Mark xiv. 26. What was it that Jesus and his 
Apostles sang upon this occasion? It could not have been from any of 
the modern psalmodies, for none of them existed at that day. The psalms 
of David were the only melodies used in the celebration of Jehovah’s 
most glorious name by the Jewish nation. What they sung, then, must 
have been selected from these prophetic songs. And what less should 
we expect, but that they would select such as were appropriate to the 
death and resurrection of the true Paschal Lamb then about to happen? 
“That our blessed Lord,” says a distinguished scholar, “used the Book 
of Psalms, as he did other books of scripture, and quoted from it, we 
have already seen; this stamps it withthe highest authority: and that He 
and his Disciples used it as a book of devotion, we learn their sing- 
ing the Halle! at hislast supper, which we know was composed of Psalms 
113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 11 ; and that they were used by the Christian 





RL Sa ea eee 


pre gene 
eo -* _ 


Sa heerth san ca alee ed 


ee ee ee ee 





66 


Church, from the earliest times in devotional exercises, especially in 
praising God, we have the most ample proof.” 

It is the universal consent of Jewish antiquity, that these six psalms 
composed the hymn sung by the Israelites upon this occasion. TheJews 
termed them the Hallel, from Aallelu-yah, the first word in Psalm 113, 
which signifies praise ye Jehovah. ‘These six psalms were always sung 
at every Paschal Feast. Why do we call this the Great Hallel? inquires 
the Jewish author of the tract Pesachim. Ans. “Because in it these five 
things are contained: 1. The Exodus from Egypt. 2. The dividing of 
the Red Sea. 3. The promulgation of the Law. 4. The Resurrection 
from the Dead. And 5. The suffering of the Messiah.” 

“Through him (Jesus,) therefore, let us offer up continually, the sa- 
crifice of praise to God; namely, the fruit of our lips, confessing to his 
name.” Heb, xiii. 15. And as none of the hymn books of our day had 
an existence in the primitive age, nor for centuries after; and seeing that 
we contend for obedience to the precepts of the Apostles, and imitation 
of the practice of the first congregations in Judea, let us be consistent, 
and with them, store our minds richly with the word or testimony of or 
concerning the Christ; and “with all wisdom, teach and iimouiah each 
other by psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs,” as they have been 
transmitted to us in the prophetic writings; “singing with gratitude in 
our hearts to the Lord.” Col. il. 16; Eph. v. 19, 20. “Give thanks un- 
to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peo- 
ple. Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous 
works. | Chron. xvi. 8, 9. “Sing unto Jehovah a new song! His praise 
in the assembly of the just!” Ps. 149, 1. 


THE PRAYERS. 

“And they continued steadfastly in the prayers of the Apostles.”— 
These prayers to which the primitive believers attended, are well termed 
the prayers of the Apostles. John taught his disciples how to pray; 
Jesus also taught the Apostles; and the Apostles likewise taught all of 
theirs, both Jews and Greeks. The necessity of Apostolic teaching on 
the subject of prayer is obvious, from the consideration, that the Jews 
being accustomed to pray to Jehovah according to the institutions of 
Moses, and the Gentiles according to the rites of Polytheism, were utter- 
ly at fault when translated into the state of sons of the Lord Aimighty. 
His Jewish children could no longer acceptably approach him as Jeho- 
vah, through the sacrifice of animals. Being adopted, they stood in a 
new relation to God. He now condescended to become their Father; 
they therefore, became his sons, and brethren to his First Born—the Lord 
Jesus Christ. They then were taught to pray by the Holy Spirit through 
the Apostles, to the Father through the Son. This was consistent.— 
They had been baptized into the name of the Father, Son, and Hol 
Spirit, or of Jehovah revealed to them as the Father or begetter of all 
things visible and invisible;—as the Saviour of all believers, in the per- 
son of the Son, from the punishment due to sin; and as the Holy Spirit 
or director into all the truth. Hence they prayed to the Father, through 
the Son, by the Holy Spirit. There is no instance in the New Testa- 
ment of believers praying ¢o the Son, or to the Holy Spirit. Men pray- 
ed to God, to Jehovah, to the Father, but not to the Son and Holy Spink. 
The Son is the Great Mediator, trough whom, and the Holy Spirit, the 
Great Teacher, by whom men worship the Father in spirit and im truth. 

There is nothing more or less ‘‘solemn” in prayer, than in the other spi- 
ritual exercises of which the worship of God is composed. Being all of- 
fered to the same God, they must all be attended to with equal gravity 
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and devotion. Superstition has reduced religion to “prayer” and singing; 
but the scriptures hold all the holy ordinances of God in equal vene- 
ration. ‘When you pray,” says the Holy Spirit, “be not like the hy- 
pocrites, who affect to pray standing in the assemblies, and at the cor- 
rers of the streets, that men may observe them. Indeed, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. But you, when you pray, retire to your 
closet; and having shut the door, pray to your Father, and your Father, 
to whom, though he is unseen himself, nothing is secret, will recompense 
you. And in prayer, use not a multiplicity of words as the Pagans* do, 
who think that using many words will give them acceptance. Imitate 
them not, for your Father knows what things you want before you ask 
him.” Matt. vi. 5,8. “Pray for them who arraign and persecute 

ou; that you may be the children of your Father in heaven, who makes 
fis sun arise on bad and good, and sends rain on just and unjust.” Ch. 
v.44. “And when you pray, forgive, if you have matter of complaint 
against any; that your F’ather who is in heaven, may also forgive you 
your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father, 
who is in heaven, forgive your trespasses.” Mark x1. 25. 

“We know not,” says Paul, “what we should pray for, as we ought.” 
Rom. 8, 26. This he terms, as it really is, an infirmity; but there is this 
consolation, that the Spirit helps our infirmities. How did it help the 
infirmities of the primitive believers?’ By interceding for them in mau- 
dible desires, or as it is expressed in the text, “in sighs that cannot be 
uttered.” ‘The Spirit by the Apostles, and by direct suggestion, instruct- 
ed the believers how to pray as they ought, according to the will of God, 
thus making intercession for them. Now He, who searches the heart, 
knew the mind of the Holy Spirit, and so accepted them. ‘The follow- 
ing familiar example may illustrate this passage of scripture. A little 
child, who wishes to obtain something of its father, comes to him with 
the desire, but from ditfidence or some other cause, fails distinctly and in- 
telligibly to impress what is still latent within him. A friend, who knows 
what he wants before he asks, steps in and intercedes for him. The fa- 
ther, who knows the mind of the friend in this case, grants his desire, to 
the great delight of the little child; who, hereafter never fails to obtain the 
intercession of his friend, whose suggestions he has proved to be so ef- 
fectual. 

But how does the Holy Spirit help the infirmities of the true believers 
of this day? By teaching them how they ought to pray. And how 
does he teach them? By the Apostolic writings, that is, by the New 
Testament. All men are ignorant as to how they ought to pray ante- 
cedently to their acquaintance with the New Testament. If a Christian 
would pray acceptably, it must be in conformity with the instructions of 

this Book on the subjectof prayer. ‘This ignorance is the great infirmity 
with which the professors of this age are afflicted; hence, the long prayers 
or vain repetitions—the much, loud, and noisy speaking, the ‘‘silent 
prayers” in public, mass-book prayers; “common prayer,’ uncommon 
or solemn prayers, &c. &c.; all of which are non-conformed to the inter- 
cessions of the Holy Spirit, and to his instructions in the case. 

Now on petitioning, “I exhort, first of all,” says the Apostle, “that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings, be made for all 
(ranks or orders of ) men; for Kings, and all who are in authority;” for 
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*Had Jesus lived in this age, he would certainly have said, as the Ro- 
mish and Protestant Sectarists do; for they do now exactly as the Pa- 
gans did then. Epiror. 
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this reason, “that we may” under their government, “lead a ac and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” “I will, that the (Christian) 
men, in every place or wherever they pray, lift up Aoly hands without 
wrath or disputings” 1 Tim. ii. “I will pray with the Spirit,” says 
Paul; i. e. I will pray according to the ne. gS of the Spirit or with 
the spiritual gift of prayer; or, as applicable to our age, according to the 
Written instructions of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament. Lastly, 
prayer must be offered according to the will of God, or it will not be an- 
swered. ‘To ask for what God has already given us, or to pray to be 
enabled to de, or for him to do, what we are able to do for ourselves, or 
what he has commanded us—is anti-scriptural and absurd. God is not 
to be mocked; we must take care then, to pray, with an understanding 
enlightened in the will of God, by the holy writings of the Spirit. 


OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CONGREGATION, 
In every well regulated community, there are the governors and the 
overned. It is not to be supposed, that the governors are above the 
fee, or that they make them; this is the function of a legislature. It is 
for governors to see that the laws are constitutionally administered: both 
the rulers and the ruled, are or ought to be subordinate to the statutes and 
ordinances of the realm. “As the Christian Church is a holy commu- 
nion, and the unrighteous have ho part in the kingdom of God, the faith- 
ful observance of discipline is absolutely essential to its true character.* 
Some think that it is an assumption of authority to exercise Church dis- 
cipline. ‘They will do well to think whether it is not an assumption of 
authority, to set aside the King’s laws, and receive or retain in Christian 
Churches those, whom the Master will not have there? An unscriptu- 
ral severity of discipline, is indeed an assumption of authority, of seri- 
ous evil consequence. An unscriptural laxity is the same. We have 
no laws to make. We have only to obey those which we find in the in- 
spired statutes. If in this case any complain, their complaint is against 
the King.” 

The government or discipline of the Church of Christ cannot be 
maintained, except through the agency of men. ‘This agency, from the 
nature of things, must be limited; for a congregation of persons, made 
up of old and new converts, of the learned and unlearned in the seri 
tures, of the luke-warm and warm hearted, &c., cannot righteously and 
intelligently administer it. A corrupt or ignorant majority of them, could 
at any time set the King and his laws at defiance, to the chagrin of the 
few who might understand and love the truth in theory and practice.— 
Hence a presbytery and diaconale were appointed in all the Churches 
by the Holy Spirit, through the Apostles. he former was placed over 
the spiritual, the latter, over the /emporal affairs of the congregation — 
The presbytery was composed of several persons; and so was the dia- 
conate. The number would of course, be limited by the wants of the 
Church. The Christians who composed the presbytery were called the 
spiritual men, that is, those who had received spiritual gifts. The dia- 
conate of the Church, was formed of the deacons in the aggregate. — 
These also were spiritual men, full of faith, of the Holy Spirit, and of 
power by which they wrought many miracles, and great signs among 
the people. They also preached the gospel with great success, and ba 
tized the believers. Acts vi; viil. c8. To these spiritual men the 





* “Some misunderstand our Lord’s words ‘Let both grow together 
until the harvest’— Mat. xiii. 30. by not observing his own explanation, 
‘the field is the world,’ not the church.” 
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Holy Spirit spoke in these words bY Paul—“I charge every one of you 
not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think [on account 
of his gifts} but to Sink modestly, as God has distributed to every one 
a portion of faith,” i. e. a spiritual gift. “For as in one body we have 
many members, but all the members have not the same office; so we, the 
many, are one body under Christ, and individually members of one 
another. Having then gifts differing according to the favor, which is 

iven to us,—if (the gift. of) prophecy, act according to the measure of 
aith; if a ministerial office, (ect) in that office; if one is a teacher, in 
teaching; and the exhorter (let him attend to) exhortation. Let him who 
distributes, act with disinterestedness; him that presides, (let him do it) 
with assiduity; him that shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” Rom. xij, 
3—8. 

The spiritual men, or officers of the Church, were qualified for the du- 
ties they had to perform by the reception of the gifts of the spirit. In 
that age, the gospei and its requirements needed confirmation; therefore, 
they were endued with power from on high to work miracles, &c. for 
that purpose. That confirmation being amply and authentically detail- 
ed in the scriptures, is not required now; hence the ares to confirm by 
working miracles has ceased. ‘They were qualified to teach, exhort, 
rule, &c. by the spirit coming upon them; but since the sacred writings 
have been completed, this “physical operation,” is no longer necessary: 
so that now, he that would teach, exhort, &e., may be sufficiently quali- 
fied by the study of the Old and New Testaments. The Holy Spirit is 
as much the instructor of the faithful now as in the days of the Apos- 
tles, the only difference is the manner in which he teaches—in the begin- 
ning, he taught by suggestion;—but now, by the written word. A spi- 
ritual man, then, in the 19th century is a christian, in whom the word of 
Christ, which is the testimony of the Holy Spirit, dwells richly in all 
wisdom; hence the degree of a man’s spirituality will be in proportion to 
his knowledge, belief, and practice of (he truth. 

OF THE ELDERS. 

These are persons of whom the presbytery is composed. The term 
Elder is generic, containing several kinds, such as Apostles, Prophets, 
Pastors, ‘l'eachers, Bishops, &c. They are necessary to the order, though 
not indispensable to the worship of a congregation. See Acts xiv. 19, 
23. In every Church of Christ, there is a plurality. Hence Paul, writes 
‘to all the saints in Christ Jesus, who are in gion, ke with the Bishops 
and Deacons.” There is no such thing im the New Testament, as a 
Church with one man, and he a clergyman at its head. “I left you in 
Crete in order that you might ordain elders in every city, as I had ap- 

ointed you: if any be blameless—for a bishop (or overseer,) must be 
jameless,” &c. Titus i.5, 7. “The elders which are among you, I ex- 
hort, feed the flock of God, which is among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind; neither as being Lords over God's heritage, but being 
examples to the flock.” 1 Pet.v. 1,3. “A Bishop then must be blame- 
less, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach 
—patient—not covetous; one that rules well his own house—nota novice,” 
&c. ‘Moreover, he must have a good report from them who are with- 
out,” &e. As to the respect due to their authority, the disciples are ex- 
horted to “obey them that have the rule over them, and submit themselves; 
for they watch for their souls, as they who must give an account,” &c. 
Heb. xiii. 17. And it is written, “Let the Elders that rule well, be count- 
ed worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and 
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teaching. For the seripture says, “you shall not muzzle the ox that 
treads out the corn. And the /aborer is worthy of his reward.” 1 Tum. 
1,5, 7. The bishops or elder’s office, extends to but one Church. This 
is evident from the fact, that they ordained them elders “in every Church:” 
and “in every city.” ‘That there was but one Church in a city, is evi- 
dent from the Apostolic addresses to the Church, not Churches at Rome, 
Ephesus, Corinth, &c. There is not a single precept or example, autho- 
rizing the appointment of a Bishop over a plurality of Chanches. 

As to the mode of their appointment, they were, it would seem, unani- 
mously elected or selected, from among the brethren according to certain 
ordinary qualifications; and then extraordinarily qualified by spiritual 
gifts, in answer to prayer, accompanied with the mposition of the hands 
of inspired men. Of course these means are not now available. Good 
sense, however, dictates their appointment as nearly as possible, in con- 
formity with Apostolic usage. This may be deduced from their precepts 
orexample, or from both. 

OF THE DEACONS. 

These were not persons appointed to office because they were rich; but 
of “good report, fullof the Holy Spirit and of wisdom.” ‘Their especial 
care was the welfare of the poor of the congregation. ‘Thedeacons must 
be “grave, not double tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of 
filthy lucre, holding the secret of the faith in a pure conscience.” ‘They 
must ‘first be proved, then let them use the office of a deacon, being 
found blameless.” ‘There is a peculiar blessing connected with the faith- 
ful discharge of the duties of this office. “For they that have used the 
office of a deacon well, purchase to themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith, which is in Christ Jesus.” 

OF OFFENCES. 

These are of two kinds, namely prirate and public offences. A pri- 
vate offence is the trespass of one brother against another. The design 
of discipline in this case, is to prevent, if possible, the offence becoming 
public; so that the misunderstanding may be healed without troubling the 
congregation with it. If we would doto others, as we would they should 
do to us, no cases of this kind would happen. Differences of opinion 
ought to be no cause of offence to anyone. “Receive him who is weak 
in fhe faith, (not weak in faith, but in ¢Ae faith,) without regard to differ- 
ences of opinion.” Rom, xiv.1l. Actions alone develope motives; with 
unrevealed intentions we have nothing to do. We can only suspect 
these; and for the most part suspicions are ill-founded. If then a bro- 
ther has sinned against us by doing to us what he would not have ano- 
ther do to him, the King commands that we “go and tell him his fault 
between you and him alone; if he shall hear you, you have gained your 
brother. But if he will not hear you, then take with you one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be es- 
tablished. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it to the congrega- 
tion; but if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be to you as a heathen 
man anda publican.” Matt. xyjii. 15,17. The testimony of two or 
three witnesses, and not a vote, establishes the case. How is it to be 
told to the Church?’ Through the constituted authorities. And how is 
the Church to speak that the offender may hear it?) Through the same 
authorities who are the mouth of the Body—the Church. If our bro- 
ther is not gained by the first prescribed act, we are still to keep the mat- 
ter secret, and take “one or two more.” If he hear them, the matter ends 
there, and is not to be communicated t> any other person. If this fail, 
“tell it to the Church.” If he neglect to ear the Church, our fellowship 
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with him as a Christian is to cease. Yet we are not then released from 
the obligation of endeavouring to restore the wretched wandered to the 
fold of . From the decision of the Church, our Lord allows of no 
appeal to any council, association, or other tribunal on earth. 

“Them that sin, rebuke before all, that others also may be afraid.” 
1-Timothy, v. 20. “It is obvious that the honor of Christ and the 
holy character of his Church require, in case of public offences, that 
the discipline, whatever it may be, should be public. No more so, howe- 
ver, than the offence. In all cases where offences are publicly committed 
or known, public discipline is necessary. The Apostle instructed the 
Corinthian Church, to put away the incestuous offender when they were 
gathered together, which must certainly be understood as referring to 
their stated meeting on the first day of the week, from which we know 
by 1 Cor. xiv. 23, that unbelievers were not excluded. We have no scrip- 
tural authority for preventing any persons from observing this ordinance. 
It would be putting our most important light under a bushel. Christian 
Churches are to manifest to all, that they have no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful worksof darkness. Whatever means may be used in investigating 
the case, and preparing it for a decision, the execution of discipline, w he- 
ther rebuke or confession, or exclusion be requisite, ought to be as public 
as any other ordinance of the Kingdom. ‘Then will the holiness of God’s 
house be manifested to all. 

The scriptures inculcate the duty of forgiving, and receiving into our 
a. all brethren who show a sincere repentance by a reformation 
of life. In relation to private offences, the King requires his subjects to 
forgive one another seventy times seven or indefinitely, and assures us, 
that if we do not, from the heart, forgive our brethren their trespasses, 
neither will our heavenly Father forgive us. 

OF CHRISTIAN DUTY. 

The duty of a Christian is to love the Lord his God with all his 
heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind; and to love his 
neighbour as himself. “On these two commandments the whole law 
and the prophets depend.” “If you love me,” said Jesus the Apostle of 
the Father, “keep my commandments,’ and again, “you are my friends 
if you do whatever | command you:” and, says John, “he that says he 
knows God and keeps not his commandments, is a liar and the truth is 
not in that man;” and, says Paul, “love is the fulfilling of the law.”— 
The only way then to prove to God and man, that we love them is, to 
obey God in all things, and to “work no evil to one’s neighbour.” If a 
man say, he loves the Father and the Son; that he is one of the friends of 
Jesus, and that he is acquainted with God, as he is made known by the 
Son, and yet does not obey their precepts, he is a liar, however respecta- 
ble he may be in the eyes of his ivanenerale and his “part will be in 
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
Love, then, and obedience go hand in hand; they are inseparable, and 
cannot exist the one without the other. ‘The Christian must present his 
body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is his reasonable 
service. He must not be conformed to the follies, fashions, principles, or 
actions of the world, ‘but transformed by the renewal of his mind.’— 
He must abhor evil, and adhere closely to good; he should be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, steadfastly persevering in prayer. He is to 
bless them who persecute him; bless and curse not; and return to no one 
evil for evil; but overcome evil with good. Let him render to all their 
dues; owing no man any thing, unless to love one another. Reader! let 
us, then, put off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of 
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light. Let us walk about decently as in the day, not in (public or private) 
revellings and drunkenness, not in chamberings and lasciviousness, not 
in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pro- 
vision for the lusts. of the flesh. Read Rom. xii.; xiii. 

Such, then, is the outline of the theory and practice for which we, as 
Christians contend earnestly, both by the press, the mouth, and the life. 
This is that religion, which all candid and dispassionate enquirers will 
find in the New Testament; it is the only true one, all others extant be- 
ing nothing else than counterfeits, clumsily devised and as misera- 
bly exec Eprror. 





Inricence ok Names.—The artful and designing in all ages of the 
world, seem to have been fully sensible of the magic of names. If the 
object was to establish some ecclesiastical or sectarian creed, whereby the 
founder might promote his’present interest and transmit his name to fu- 
ture generations, the oracles of idol gods, among the heathen, and the 
Holy Scriptures among Christians, were relied upon. But if the design 
was to accomplish some great political measure, such as the revolution 
of an empire, men of noble birth, of personal renown, must be enlisted 
in the project, or at least their names must be used. ‘These are historic 
truths that every man of information will attest. 

Such is the structure of the human mind, that on all occasions, we find 
ourselves, weighing the credibility of the witness, instead of examining 
the probabilities of their testimony. 


NOTICES. 

The Small Pox being in the neighbourhood of Smyrna, King and 
Queen, the meeting that was to take place at that meeting-house, will be 
transferred to Acquinton, King William. It will be held at the last 
named place, beginning on Friday, before the fourth Lord’s Day in July. 
Also at Antioch, Caroline county, there will be held a meeting, to com- 
mence on the Saturday, before the first Lord’s Day, in August. 





This number of the Advocate, being occupied by one article, which it 
was desirable should appear as a whole, many letters from esteemed cor- 
respondents, for and against the things we teach, necessarily stand over 
to a future opportunity. We also beg the indulgence of our friends as 
to their private communications. We are beset on every side, so that 
we could find employment for many extra hands; as well as many addi- 
tional pages. Our time is much occupied. They shall not be forgotten. 
Receipts in our next. 


Some of our subscribers complain that they do not get their papers 
from the post offices, among which they name, Mil/er’s, Essex, Va. We 
can only say, that we transmit them faithfully every month with our own 
hands. We have also to complain, that money they send us is abstract- 
ed, and their letters destroyed. Epiror. 





JAMES C. WALKER, Printer, 


Street leading to Mayo’s bridge, Richmond, Va. where Books, Pamph- 
lets, Handbills, Blanks, Cards, and Job Printing of every description 
is neatly, correctly, and expeditiously executed. 
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